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We celebrate our 1st anniversary  
June 3 marked 12 months since the Just 4 Kids Paediatric Dental Program assisted with our 
­rst patient. Since then, we have assisted with, either dental or hospital costs of 20 children, 
therefore relieving the ­nancial burden of 20 families.  
 
These patients have ranged in age from 3 to 15 years of age, from Airlie Beach, Gladstone and 
Rockhampton to Monto and Toowoomba, Sunshine and Gold Coast, Brisbane and even one lit-
tle girl from Perth.  We have covered planned treatment, urgent treatment as the result of im-
mediate trauma and hospital costs, sometimes at an hour's notice.  
 
Primary Teeth 
There is a general thought that primary (baby) teeth are not worth spending money on, as 
they're going to eventually fall out. However, primary 
molar teeth remain in use until a child is 12-14 years 
old. Primary teeth also play important roles in facial 
development and in a child's speech, their ability to eat 
and to guide permanent teeth into the correct position. 
A healthy smile also promotes con­dence and better 
mental health. 
  
Patients who are very young, in pain or have sensory 
issues may ­nd dental surgery overwhelming. So 
sometimes the only option is to refer these children to 
a Paediatric Dental Specialist where, most of the time, 
treatment is performed under a general anaesthetic in 
hospital. 
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We are working with six paediatric dental specialists whose patients are very grateful for the 

assistance the charity has provided.  

©Just 4 Kids is an incredible charity that has made a profound diĻerence in the lives of our patients.  
By funding urgent paediatric dental treatments, they've provided critical care for children who other-
wise might not have access to it. 
We've seen ȕrst-hand how their support transforms smiles and changes lives, and we are deeply 
grateful for the invaluable help they oĻer to families in need,µ said Dr Tim Keys, Children's Dental 
Centre Minyama.  
 
Our mission is to bridge the gap for those who fall between public waiting lists and private 
treatment costs, so that no child suŀers unnecessarily due to ­nancial barriers. 
 
During our Qld Regional Silo Tour in April, the participants were joined in Monto by the Vao 
family, whose son Meziah was one of the children our Pae-
diatric Dental Program helped.  Mum Courtney made her-
self very vulnerable by explaining to our group (and then 
her local newspaper) why they needed the ­nancial assis-
tance of the charity.  
©We applied for a payment plan, credit card and bank loan 
and we didn't qualify for anything. The dental practice 
then mentioned the charity and I just burst into tears at the 
thought there was possibly some help. After writing a small 
letter to the charity, I received a phone call from the dental 
practice saying Just 4 Kids would help and that the dental 
practice would heavily discount the balance of the treatment,· said Courtney. Meziah had sev-
en teeth removed, along with space maintainers and stainless-steel crowns inserted. 
 
15-year-old Harlin is another case Just 4 Kids assisted with after he had a wakeboarding acci-
dent and knocked a permanent top front tooth clean out a week before school went back in 
January. This emergency treatment was out of the ­nancial reach of his mum as she had not 
worked for over 12months while being treated for breast cancer.  
 
Crissi, the practice manager from Bolsover Dental in Rockhampton sent this lovely message: 
©We'd like to extend our heartfelt thanks to the incredible team at Just4Kids for stepping in at 
the very last minute to support one of our young patients recently. When little Frankie's much-
needed dental procedure under general anaesthetic was on the verge of cancellation due to ­-
nancial barriers, Joanne went above and beyond to make sure it went ahead. Thanks to this 
support, Frankie is now out of pain and back to enjoying the things every child shouldÉ
without the burden of toothache. The phone call to her parents, letting them know she would 
get the treatment she needed, was deeply emotional for them and for our staŀÉwho felt, just 
for a moment, like Oprah delivering life-changing news. To all the generous supporters of 
Just4Kids, please know that your donations truly change lives. You made a real and lasting 
diŀerence to one little girl and her family, and for that, we are so grateful.· 
 
Through this support, Just 4 Kids is not just funding dental work ­ we're helping to restore child-
hoods, reduce parental stress and create healthier futures. 

We celebrate our 1st anniversary  continued 
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So how can you help children like Meziah and Harlin or Ari, Siena, Noah, Frankie 
and the other kids?  
Visit our website - just4kids.org.au  ̄­nd our beautiful tooth-fairy and make 
your donation. Whether it be a one-oŀ donation or if your generosity stretch-
es to becoming an on-going supporter, you can be sure that this money goes 
to children in need.  
We thank you in advance for your support. All donations $2 and over are tax-deductible. 

We celebrate our 1st anniversary  continued 

As the song says F̀rom little things, big things grow'¹. From a chat with a gent at work about 
sausage sizzles and the charity, to three donations over the past 5 months totalling $10 000 
from the Moray­eld Masonic Lodge, the charity and our Paediatric Dental Program has bene-
­ted. 
 
©We received a donation prior to Christmas of $2000 
which another part of the Freemasons was to match but 
they doubled it to $4000 and then in April, Tony and I at-
tended the Lodge at their invitation to be presented with 
another $4000.  It's amazing to receive that support,· said 
Joanne Gardiner, charity secretary. 
 
Tony and Joanne attended a Lodge meeting late April to 
be presented with a big cheque by their Grand Master, Na-
than Loughnan. 
We can't thank the Lodge enough for the generous support 
and belief in the charity and our dental program. 
 
During December, we were also recipients of a donation 
from MIC - Maxillofacial & Implant Centre, Birtinya.  
Founders of MIC, Dr Ian Young and Dr Jim McGown, and 
their staŀ make a couple of charitable donations each year 
and we thrilled to receive $5000 from them.  
 
For several years, Just 4 Kids has also received donations 
from Cooroy RSL with us putting last year's $1000 towards 
a new de­brillator. This year's kind donation will be pre-
sented to our vice-president/catering manager Trevor, late 
July. 
 
While donations of cash such as the above are welcome 
and assist with the purchase of necessary equipment and 
servicing of our vehicles, we'd also like to acknowledge 
Autoglass Caboolture, who have given us very generous 
discounts when having the windscreens replaced on both of the charity's vehicles and to Aus-
track Campers for the donation of a stand-up paddleboard, valued at $500, for the auction held 
on the silo trip.   
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Oh What a trip!  

 

Oh, where does one start when talking about our Queensland Regional Silo Tour?!  Well, I'll 
keep this short ¹ 
 
From the worry that not all our participants would make the start of the trip due to the high-
way being cut, to the dinners we had with special guests, our barefoot bowls afternoon, the 
school visit, a riverboat cruise to water crossings, roads being cut and the route changed along 
the way, fun was had by all. 
 
We hosted special dinners in Monto with the Vao family; Goondiwindi with Mayor Lawrence 
Springborg, Jess, Aaron and family with members from Care Goondiwindi and David Tait and 
his wife from Tait Toyota but our favourite dinner was in Thallon where we hosted our Op 
Shop Frock Up. Based on the Thallon Progress Association's ̀Grazing at the Watering 
Hole' (the title of the painted silo) long table dinner, most people got dressed up including our 
catering team, who put on a delicious spread in the middle of a campground with no facilities.  
During this dinner, Faye Weber conducted a wedding vow renewal for Judy and Rod Damrow 
who will celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary this December. 
 
During this trip, we were joined by Banana 
Shire Mayor, Nev Ferrier and Cr Ashley 
Jensen for our barefoot bowls afternoon in 
Biloela and Mayor Samantha O'Toole and 
Cr Robyn Fuhrmeister from the Balonne 
Shire for our cruise on the Balonne River. 
For something a little diŀerent, dinner was 
cooked and served on the riverbank fol-
lowing the cruise.  This was a lovely even-
ing watching the sunset over the water.  
Thanks to Sandytown River Cruise for 
their donation to the charity following our 
boat trip. 
 
We visited Prospect Creek State School 
just outside Biloela and had a delightful 
time with the students, learning about 
their school and the work they had being 
doing during Term 1. As we had both ca-
tering vehicles at the school, the students were interested in seeing them and were rewarded 
with a bit of silly nonsense by Chef Trev and an ice-cream which should have been our dessert! 
 
Due to all the rain Queensland had had prior to our trip, many roads were cut due to ®ooding 
so we ẁinged it' and making up the route as we travelled.  With everyone driving in convoy, 
this worked well and we stumbled onto water crossing and mud that made everyone happy. 
 
A big thanks to everyone who attended; to Hayley and the Resinc Uber; to Trevor for his culi-
nary delights and to Henk and Danielle who stepped in last minute to drive C2 and who 
worked their butts oŀ assisting Trevor.   As usual, the meals were a highlight but it was the silly 
nonsense and friendship that really made the trip. 
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